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Presentation Objectives
Participants will be able to……

✓Describe and differentiate between Tiers 1, 2, and 3 
vocabulary words

✓Demonstrate how to explicitly teach Tier 2 and Tier 3 
vocabulary within a text.



English Language Arts and Literacy
READING: Key ideas and details, craft and structure, integration of 
knowledge and ideas

WRITING: Text types and purposes, production  and distribution of writing, 
research to build and present knowledge

SPEAKING & LISTENING: Comprehension and collaboration, presentation of 
knowledge and ideas

LANGUAGE: Conventions of standard English, knowledge of language, 
vocabulary acquisition and use



Literacy Statistics
➢Accelerating vocabulary growth is a vital and often neglected component of 
a comprehensive reading program (Baumann & Kame’enui, 2004; NICHD Report of the National Reading Panel, 2000)

➢Numerous studies have documented the strong and reciprocal relationship 
between vocabulary knowledge and reading comprehension (Stahl & Fairbanks, 1987; Beck et al., 2002; 

Graves, 2002; Baker et al., 1995)

➢Research focused on school-age second language learners similarly concludes 
that vocabulary knowledge is the single best predictor of their academic 
achievement across subject matter domains (Saville-Troike, 1984).



Why Teach Academic Vocabulary?

According to Marzano (2005) the strongest action a 
teacher can take to ensure that students have the 
academic background knowledge to understand the 
content they will encounter is providing them with 
direct instruction in these terms.  When students 
understand these terms, it is easier for them to 
understand the information they will read and hear 
in class.



Three Tiers of Words
Tier One Words: Words that are in everyday speech and easy 
to learn.  These words are important but not the focus of the 
discussion.

Ex. happy, color, shirt, bird, laugh, dictionary, eraser

Tier Three Words: Words that are specific to a domain or field 
of study and key to understanding a new concept within a text.

Ex. lava, carburetor, legislature, circumference, aorta



Three Tiers of Words
Tier Two Words: These words are far more likely to appear in written texts 
than speech.  They appear in all sorts of texts:

◦ Informational texts 

Ex. relative, vary, formulate, biased

◦ Technical texts 

Ex. calibrate, itemize, periphery

◦ Literary texts 

Ex. misfortune, dignified, faltered, unabashedly



Three Tiers of Words
Tier Two Words are not unique to a particular discipline and as a 
result are not the clear responsibility of a particular content area 
teacher.

Tier Two Words are far less defined by contextual clues in the 
texts in which they appear and are far less likely to be defined 
explicitly within a text than are Tier Three Words.

Tier Two Words are frequently encountered in complex written 
texts and are particularly powerful because of their wide 
applicability to many sorts of reading.  Teachers need to be alert 
to the presence of Tier Two Words and determine which ones 
need careful attention.



Tier 1, 2, and 3 Word Sort
Chair Cyberspace Concurrent Reform

Virtual Precious Pizza Ultimate

Circumference Longitude Couch Google

Tolerate Cloud Photosynthesis Tranquil

Menu Eclipse Nucleus Trajectory



Tier 1, 2, and 3 Word Sort Results
Tier 1 Tier 2 Tier 3

Chair
Pizza
Couch
Cloud

*Menu
*Google

Concurrent
Reform
Ultimate
Tolerate
Tranquil
Virtual

*Menu
*Google
*Cyberspace

Eclipse
Nucleus
Trajectory
Photosynthesis
Circumference

*Google
*Cyberspace



The Academic Word List
The Academic Word List (AWL) was developed by Averil Coxhead
of Victoria University of Wellington, in New Zealand. 

The list is divided into 10 sub lists of word families and contains 
570 words selected because they appear with great frequency in 
a broad range of academic texts. 

www.englishvocabularyexercises.com/AWL



Word Learning Myths
1. Word Meanings can usually be inferred from context.

2. Students can learn word meaning from dictionary 
definitions.

3. We can understand texts in which we know 75% of the 
words.

4. Explicit teaching doesn’t work.

5. We can learn a word from just a few exposures.

6. Word meaning is simple – a word means what it means.



Word Learning Myths
7. There is only one route to word study.

8. False cognates dominate the cognate world.

9. All infrequent words are of equivalent importance.

10.Students know when they don’t know words.

11.If you can spell/pronounce a word, you know it.
◦ Temporize
◦ Provender 
◦ Vociferous Video Clips: 1 2 3

https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/#word=temporize
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/#word=provender
https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/#word=vociferous
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MOr3a7CfHfI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UibVsLYKiCU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LH1trGV2IxY


How Does Word Learning Work?
Multiple Exposures

Meaningful Use

Structural Analysis

Academically Productive Talk
➢Student Repetition

➢Asking Students to Agree and Disagree

➢Partner Talk



Dictionaries Are NOT Created Equal!
Tier 2 Vocabulary Word:    Anticipate

1. http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/anticipate?s=t&ld=1133

2. http://www.thefreedictionary.com/anticipate

3. http://www.learnersdictionary.com/search/anticipate

Video Clip: 1

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/anticipate?s=t&ld=1133
http://www.thefreedictionary.com/anticipate
http://www.learnersdictionary.com/search/anticipate
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7XP2HIx_M3s


Content Glossaries 
Content Glossaries: ELA, Math, Social Studies, Science, Etc.

◦Languages Included: Arabic, Spanish, Bengali, Korean, Somali, 
Urdu, Punjabi, Vietnamese, etc.

◦Grades 3-12

◦ https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/resources/glossaries

https://steinhardt.nyu.edu/metrocenter/resources/glossaries


Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
PRONOUNCE

“One of our lesson terms is accurate. It is an adjective or describing word. 
Please say the word with me everyone: ‘Accurate.’ Good, let’s pronounce it by 
syllables:  ‘Ac cu rate.’ Say it again please: ‘Accurate.’ Excellent!”

EXPLAIN

“The word ‘accurate’ means true, correct, or precise. I might say the report in 
the newspaper about our successful canned food drive was completely true; 
it was absolutely (students chorally say ‘accurate’).”



Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
PROVIDE EXAMPLES

“Test scores alone do not always provide a true picture of the quality of a 
school. Test scores present an image that is not always   ____________ 
(students say ‘accurate’).”

“When I check my bank account each month, I want to be sure the numbers 
are correct or ____________ .”

ELABORATE

“Imagine you are a reporter writing an article about our school. Come up 
with one accurate and one inaccurate statement about the school.”

“Visualize a tabloid newspaper headline saying, ‘Elvis Lives!’ ”.



Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
ASSESS

Discrimination: Focused Questions:

“Is it accurate to say our school is the largest in town?”

Completion Activity:

Complete the following sentences so that the second part further explains the first part and 
clearly demonstrates your understanding of the underlined words.

“I could tell the newspaper article about our new gym was not accurate 
___________________________________________.”

REVIEW, REVIEW, REVIEW…………….then REVIEW some more! ☺

http://explicitinstruction.org/?page_id=104
http://explicitinstruction.org/?page_id=98
http://explicitinstruction.org/?page_id=317


What Does Explicit Vocabulary 
Instruction Look Like in the Classroom?

➢LESSON PREPARATION
➢Reading the story beforehand, selecting appropriate Tier 

2 and Tier 3 vocabulary words, looking up vocabulary 
words in dictionary or online, preparing the vocabulary 
graphic organizer  
(if necessary)

➢INTRODUCING VOCABULARY
➢ Student selection of Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary words 

through rating system, pronounce words, identifying 
derivatives and parts of speech, defining word through 
explanation, examples, and elaboration, and assessing 
student knowledge of words.



Native Americans of the Great Plains
Tier 2 Vocabulary Word: AVENGE

Book Definition: get back at someone or something for a wrong

Explicit Instruction Approach: 

Avenge (v)

Word Family: avenges (v), avenging (v), avenged (v), avenger (n) avenging (adj)

Definition: to harm or punish someone who has harmed you or someone or 
something that you care about 

Examples: 

The brothers vowed to avenge the death of their father.  

The team is out to avenge last week's defeat.

http://www.learnersdictionary.com/search/avenge


Native Americans of the Great Plains
Tier 3 Vocabulary Word: GUERRILLA

Book Definition: secretive warfare

Explicit Instruction Approach: 

Guerrilla (n)

Word Family: N/A 

**often used before another noun - guerrilla warfare/raids/attacks

Definition: a member of a usually small group of soldiers who do not belong to a 
regular army and who fight in a war as an independent unit 

Examples: The guerrillas controlled half the country.

http://www.learnersdictionary.com/search/guerrilla


Now It’s Your Turn to Practice!
With a partner, use the text “I Have a Dream” to “plan and introduce” Tier 2 and 

Tier 3 vocabulary explicitly.

➢LESSON PREPARATION
➢Reading the story beforehand, selecting appropriate Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary words, 

looking up vocabulary words in dictionary or online, preparing the vocabulary graphic 
organizer (if necessary)

➢INTRODUCING VOCABULARY
➢Student selection of Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary words through rating system, pronounce 

words, identifying derivatives and parts of speech, defining word through explanation, 
examples, and elaboration, and assessing student knowledge of words



Additional Resources
HOW WELL YOU TEACH = HOW WELL THEY LEARN!!

Kate Kinsella http://pubs.cde.ca.gov/TCSII/prolearningtoolkit/kinsellaindex.aspx

Anita Archer   http://explicitinstruction.org/

BUSD Vocabulary Grade Level Academic Vocabulary Handbook

https://www.berkeleyschools.net/wp-
content/uploads/2013/05/BUSD_Academic_Vocabulary.pdf

ANY QUESTIONS????

FACEBOOK GROUP
ADVOCATING for 

ELLs

http://pubs.cde.ca.gov/TCSII/prolearningtoolkit/kinsellaindex.aspx
http://explicitinstruction.org/
https://www.berkeleyschools.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/BUSD_Academic_Vocabulary.pdf
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